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An Ordination 


S ERM ON. 


eee eee ee eee 


2 COR. VIII 23. laſt Clauſe. 


— The Glory of CHRIS r. 


IS the peculiar Character of the 
great God, that he is the God of 
Glory: Thus he is, as he is only 
and mhnitely glorious in himſelt, 
as the Glory of all Praiſe is due 
unto him, and the Glory of all 
Excellence is derived from him. 
Yes, Various as the Glories of the 
Creatures are in Kind, and man 
they are in Number; they are all but ſo many Radia- 
ns from this Father of Lights, effulgent. Emanations 
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from this Father of Glory. Is there a Glory in external 
Pomp and Majeſty, agreeable to which we read of Solamun 
in all his Glory? And whence doth this proceed, but 
from him who is greater than Salomon, who firſt pro- 
mis'd, and then put this Glory upon him? Yes, Tine, 
Q.LoRD, is the Greatneſs, and the Glory, and the Majeſty, 
both Riches and Honour come of thee. Is there a 
Glory in external Splendour and Brightneſs, agreable to 
which we read of the Glory on Mount Sinai, that was as 
devouring Fire? But the Shine upon the ſacred Mount 
was becauſe ſhe was honour'd with the peculiar Preſence 
of a Gop, and ſhe trembled under the Weight of his 
Glory : So, Is there a Glory in the viſible Hoſts of Hea- 
ven, ons Glory of the Sun, another of the Moon, another 
of the Stars? But tis God that ſet up theſe Luminaries ; 
and they all declare his Glory. So again, Is there a Glory 
in the moral as well as natural World : Is Man a glorious 
Being ? Yes verily ; the Glories of the viſible Creation 
are nothing in Compare with the Soul of Man; the Sun 
and Moon are turn'd into Darkneſs, when compar'd with 
the Excellencies of the humane Mind ; and yet, the Un- 
derſtanding.of a Man is but the Candle of the Lord. 
The Glory of Man conſiſts in his being the Image of God. 
When God made him in his ownLikeneſs, in Knowledge ar 
and Righteouſneſs, capacitating him for a Converſation in th 


Heaven, and Communion with the God of Heaven ; then, th 
then it was that God crown'd him with Glory. "Then Wi thi 
Man, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, was the Glory of God. And, WW E: 
are the departed Saints, in Glory? Yes, they have 28 co: 
Crown of Glory, a Weight of Glory: Mzſes 4nd Ela 4s 
at the Transfiguration appear'd in Glory; but whence a ( 
have the Saints this Glory, Was it not God that call'dM 6 
em to his Glory? Yes, he firſt juſtified and then glorifieaM yet 
em. Let us riſe higher in our Enquiries ; Are the A par 
gels glorious Beings ? Yes, we read of the glorious A fin 


gels; they are glorious in their Nature, their Wiſdom 


* 1 Chron, 29. 11, &c, 
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their Office, and their Appearance ; they ſhine with in- 
ternal and external Glory; but *tis God that has given 
em their Glory; as they wear the Character ſo do they 
the Robes of his Servants : When they appear to Mor- 
tals below, is their Countenance like the Light, and their 
Raiment white as Snow ? But *tis the Glory of God that 
they appear in J. Once more, and above all, Is Chriſt 
the Redeemer glorious? Yes ſurely, he before whom 
Principalities and Powers do proſtrate themſelves with 
lowly Reverence, muſt needs excel in Glory : But then, 
he who purged away our Sins,the Son of God is theBright- 
neſs of hisFather's Glory; he ſhines with borrow*dBeams : 


Glry + ; partaking of the Glory of the Father before 
the Foundations of the World: But the Mediator's 
Glory is derivative. What if all Fulneſs dwelt in him, 
even the Fulneſs of the God-head bodily ; *twas becauſe 
it ſo pleaſed the Father: Do we ſee Jeſus for the Suffe- 
n ring of Death crown'd with Glory; it was God that 
th crown'd him, commanding every Knee on Earth and 
n- Heaven to bow to him, and every Tongue to confeſs him 
d, Chriſt and Lord, to the Glory of God the Father. 

Thus do the natural and moral World, Men below, 


ge and Saints and Angels above, with Jeſus the Mediator at 
in che Head of all, borrow their Glory from the Father, and 
en, Wl throw back their Beams of Glory upon him. What was 
nen Wi the Glory of the Redeemer's Perſon when here upon 


Earth? well might he be called Wonderful, when we 
conſider that Myſtery of Godlineſs, God mani feſt in the Fleſh. 
As in the Torn 0 old, 5 Glory tt 2 dwelt in 
a Cloud, but yet at certain Times appear'd in a Blaze; 
o Jeſus the God, tho* he dwelt in Man as in a Cloud, 
jet did the Splendor of the divine Nature break thro? ; 
particularly at the Transfiguration, when his Face did 
ſine as the Sun, and his Diſciples were ſore afraid. As 
God put a Glory upon the Face of Moſes, ſo did Chriſt 


Luke 2, 9. + James 2. 1. 


receive 


Conſider'd indeed as God, and ſo Chriſt is the Lord of 
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receive from God the Father, Honour and Glory, But 
Attributes manifeſted in the Obedience and Death of 
Man having fallen by Sin, how did Satan vaunt and Hel! 


Accordingly, he appoints hisSon a Mediator between him- 


of his Son, By this I know that thou feareſt or loveſt me, 


mazement in the Torments of the Damned, than whe! 


\ 


what Tongue of Angels can deſcribe the Glory of God's 
Chriſt, and the bleſſed Deſign and Conſequences thereof 


think the Day her own ! But this was a vain Glory; this 
triumphing of the wicked One was but ſhort 3 wherein 
Satan had dealt proudly, God gave him to know that he 
was above him; that he could preſerve the Rights of a 
God, and at the fame Time be the Saviour of Men: 


ſelt and us, furniſhes him with all mediatorial Power, 
prepares for him aBody, that in it he might bleed and die, 
and ſo make Satisfaction to himſelf for the Sin of Man. 
Oh what Goodneſs doth appear in the Defign ! What 
Wiſdom in the Contrivance ! What Truth and Holineß, 
Righteouſneſs and Mercy, Juſtice and Grace run thro' 
the whole Tranſaction! When Moſes intreated God of 
old, ſaying, Shew me thy Glory, God returns, I will 
cauſe my Goodneſs to paſs before thee ; hereby intimating 
that his Goodneſs was his Glory : Accordingly God pro- 
claim'd himſelf Gracious and Merciful, forgiving Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſion and Sin: But how abundantly did theGlory 
of the divine Goodneſs appear, when he parted with his 
Son to make Way for his Mercy! How well may every 
Child of God challenge to himfelf the Argument which 
his heavenly Father uſed with Abraham at the Offering 


ſince thou haſt not withheld from me thy Son, thy only 
Son whom thou loveſt. See again the Holineſs of God ; 
Doth God appear more glorious in Heaven, the Habit. 
tion of hisHolineſs, than when it pleaſes the Father to bruiſe 
his-own Son for Sins that were imputed to him, nd 
inherent in him? Juſtice doth not blaze with greater A 


God's Sword awakes againſt the Man that is his Fellow 
and the Iron enters into his Soul, cauſing Jeſus to agoniz 


in that Language, Ay Grd, my Ged, why haft thou forſa1 
p 7 ” Ne! 
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m 2? Divine Mercy again appears with rich Glory, as the 
Bow of Heaven after the Rain of God's Strength and 
er, and it tells us we ſhan't be drown'd in the Deluge 
of deſerv'd Miſery : We ſee the Glory of divine Grace, 
when God ſtoops low as Hell to bring the Rebel up to 
Heaven. And is not God's right Hand glorious in Power 
wen he daſhes in Pieces the Ens Satan, ſpoils Prin- 
dpalities and Powers of their vaunted Conqueſts, and leads 
the faithful Army of Believers as the Trophies of his 
" Wl Vittory, to the World of Glory? And Oh the Wiſdom 
of all ! Sin damn'd, theSinner ſav'd, the Law magnify'd in 
elf, and guarded againſt the bold Offender; and all fu- 
ture Preſumption guarded as by Cherubim and a flaming 
„ Vord : Such a Mixture of Goodneſs and Severity is there 
n the Death of Chriſt, as makes us while we rejoice in 
- Wh: Arms of God's Mercy, to tremble at the Thoughts 
bis Juſtice. 
bus, my Brethren, is the Mediator Jeſus the Glory 
-1 Wh" God, yea, the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and 
e is ſo in being the expreſs Image of his Perſon ; he 
» W'fings all the Features of God to open View, cauſing the 
World of Men below to join with Angels above in fing- 
Wh": Glory to God in the Higheſt, 
vi Having now, my Brethren, by the Steps of created 
blory aſcended to God the Father of Glory ; let us for 
while, return back again, and as we paſs along ſee how 


n bt Glory of God is derived down upon his People, til. at 
* kmoth the Church in general appears a glorious Church, 
mly ud every Saint in particular is ſwallowed up in Glory. 


We have already conſider'd God as glorified in Chriſt 

me now ſay hay Chriſt is glorified of God. Chriſt 
e Mediator has a Glory peculiar to himſelf as ſuch. 
e read of the Sufferings of Chriſt, and the Glory that 
$ to follow, the Glory of the Mediator which conſiſts 


A | | 
* bis Exaltation at the right Hand of his Father, his re- 
Wg all Power in Heaven and Earth, by which he go- 


as the whole Hierarchy of created Beings in Heaven, 
dall pay their Homage to him; has the ern 
B St: 0 


ſign up the Kingdom to his Father, and God will be all 


Saints at Jeruſalem ; but leaſt the Corinthians might 


F RC 
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of Providence over the lower World in his Hands, and js m 
particularly Head over all Things to the Church, which is th 
his Body: The Church, which as he purchaſed by his 
Blood, ſo he purifies and cleanſes by his Spirit; and will M 
at length preſent to himſelf, a glorious Church, without get 
8 or Wrinkle or any ſuch Thing. Agreably hereto, Wl dy: 
-hriſt diſplays his mediatorial Glory in diſpoſing all WI Ch 
Things in his providential Kingdom, fo as to ſubſerve the oft 
Good of his Church : He walks among the golden Can- 
dleſticks, to obſerve the State of the Churches ; he holds 
the Stars in his right hand; directs their Motion that they 
mayn't be wandering Stars; he ſupports them in their 
Orbs, that they mayn't be falling Stars; and he pours in 
the ſacred Influence, left they ſhould be extinguiſh'd in 
Blackneſs of Darkneſs. His Eyes are now as a Flame of 
Fire, and behold he cometh quickly to judge the World 
in Righteouſneſs, when he will let the Churches know, 
that *tis he who ſearcheth the Heart and Reins, to give to 
every Man according to his Works: This is the laſt Dif 
play of Chriſt's mediatorial Glory, after which he will re- 


in all. niſters 
Thus has Chriſt a mediatorial Glory. And now ſhall 1M ts ey 
defcend and ſay, That as Chriſt is the Glory of the Father, Ones 
ſo are faithful Miniſters the Glory of Chriſt : So ſays e the; 
Text, Glory of Chri/t. And of whom doth it ſpeak Lerne 
but the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt. This is abunW4oſl 
dantly plain: The great Apoſtle, having with a SweetncggſÞ%om 
of Addreſs, and an holy Complaiſance, urg'd the Cue G. 


thians to a charitable Contribution for the poor Saints a 
Feruſalem ; and being firmly perſwaded, that as the C. 
rinthians abounded in every other good Thing, ſuch 4 
Faith, Utterance, Knowledge, and the like; fo the 
would abound in the Grace of Charity alſo : Meſſenge 
were hereupon diſpatch'd to receive the CirinthianBount) 
to bring it to Paul, by whom it was to be miniſtred to ti 


under any Jealouſy or Suſpicion of the Honeſty of thi 


Perſons ; the Apoſtle gives em Letters credential, co 
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mends em highly, ſpeaking of *em as the Meſſengers of 
the Churches and the Glory of Chriſt. 

It cannot, I grant, be argued that theſe Perſons were 
Miniſters of Chriſt, becauſe they are here called Meſſen- 
gers of the Churches; for tho' the Miniſter of the jewiſh 
Synagogue was called the Angel or Meſſenger of the 
Church; in Alluſion to which the Letters to the Miniſters 
of the Churches in A ſia are directed to the Angels of the 
Churches; yet this was in a Senſe very different from that 
in which the Words are made uſe of in my Text. The 
Perſons here called Meſſengers were ſuch whom the 
Churches ſent to take Care of a particular Matter of 
Bounty in the Church of Corinth, which Errand being 
hniſhed, they then ceaſed to be the Meſſengers of the 
Churches. ' But the Angels of the Churches before men- 
toned in the Revelation, are ſuch whom Chriſt fends 
forth to the Churches, to be his Mouth, and deliver his 
Meſſages to them, and to be their Meſſengers again to 
tim. Aliud ſunt, Apoltoloi Chriſtou, a Chriſio erum 
Principe, legati ; aliud Legati Eccleſiarum. | 

But tho? it doth not appear that theſe Perſons are Mi- 
niſters, becauſe called Meſſengers of the Churches, yet 
tis evident theſe Meſſengers were Miniſters and faithful 
Ones too, from the Conſideration of their Perſons. One 
if them the Apoſtle tells us is Titus, who is called his 
Fariney and Fellow- Helper, (Tit. T. 5.) and to whom the 


Voſtle committed the Power of Ordination : After 


mom he mentions another Brother, whoſe Praiſe was in 
de Goſpel thro'out the Churches. This is, I think, 
generally allowed to be Luke the Evangeliſt; and then 
mth ſome Encomium ſpeaks of a third Perſon, who is 
ippoſed to be Aþollos, upon which he gives them in 
feral this Character, that they were the Meſſengers of 
ie Churches, and the Glory of Cbriſt. 4 

Dr. Hammond makes the Apoſtle thus beſpeak the Co- 
Pitbians, ( The Perſons I have intruſted in this Affair 
ate to be truſted by you; Titus who accompany*d me 
and help'd to convert you; the other Brethren are 
Men of Eminence and Rule in the Churches of Chriſt, 
B 2 « and 
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c and ſuch as have been uſed as Inſtruments to adyan ce M 
% the Goſpel.” .“. 7 rie 


So then, we reſume and ſay, as the doctrinal Ground 
of our Diſcourſe, | 5 
as 

D O ECTA-1N E, anc 

ſo 

That the faithful Minifters of the Goſpel are the Glory of MM wh 
CHRI ST. WOE. 0 Cor 

him 

This is the Doctrine before us, which while I am i 
ſpeaking to, May God the Father of our Lord Jeſus WM * « 
«« Chriſt, the Father of Glory, give to me the Spirit of Wi « t 
c Wiſdom and Revelation, in the Knowledge of him, «e 
c that the Eyes of my Underſtanding being enlightned, WI Wh 
«<< may know experimentally, and cauſe you to know Wl boi 
«© doctrinally, what is the Riches of the Glory of his In- ¶ belo 
<< heritance in his miniſtring Saints, even ſo, holy Father, ¶ res 
<< may it ſeem good in thy Sight.“ from! 
1100 

The Queſtion here to be fpoken to is, In whatReſpect her 
are the faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel the Glory of Chriſt "WW Th; 
To which I anfwer, 1 
I. Firſt, In Reſpe& of the Nature and Deſign of theiſ nag 
Office. | ame 

II. Secondly, The Execution of it. And, unto 
III. Thirdly, Its Succeſs, mm 

| 0! Pat 

I. Firſt then, The faithful Miniſter is the Glory oF inde; 
Chriſt, in Reſpect of the Nature and Deſign of his Office. ritt 
As the Miniſtry of the Goſpel is an Office, and asChr'iheſe 
is the Author of the Goſpel, ſo therefore are MiniſteMChur, 
his Officers: Having finiſhed his mediatorial Engageme"" litters 
upon Earth, aſcended up on high, and entred the T hronglind a 
of Glory; he gave Gifts unto Men; and verily he g dot! 


like a King, ſcatters his Medals of various Magnitudgy 

far and wide, enriching an whole World : And bein 

King and Head of the Church, for the Benefit of tha 

his Gifts are defign'd ; In general, his Gift was _— 
| SY . 
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Miniſtry; in the Diſpenſation of which there is much Va- 
riety, according to the peculiar Exigencies of the Church: 
He gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſeme Prophets, and ſome Evange- 
liſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, Eph. 4. 8---I1. And 
3 Minifters are Chriſt's Officers, whom as ſuch he purges 
and prepares, and qualifies for Office, and Calls unto it ; 
o doth he eſteem *em Veſſels of Honour. Like Moſes, 
when about to climb the Mount and die, he by divine 
Command takes Fo/hua, and puts off his own Honour upon 
him, „upon which ſome of the Jews ſay, that Moſes 
« imparted a Degree of the Luſtre and Glory which was 
„ on his own Countenance unto him, ſo that whereas 
« the Face of Moſes did ſhine like the Sun, that of Foſhug 
« did as the Moon.” * But be this a Jewiſh Fable : 
When Fofbua, our Jeſus, aſcends the Mount of God 
above, he puts ſome of his own Glory on his Minifters 
below; ſo that as he is the Sun of Righteouſneſs, theſe 
xe Stars that move around him, and receive a Splendour 
fom him. As Chri/t glorified not himſelf to be made an 
% Prie/?, but received Glory from the Father, when 
there came a Voice from the excellent Glory, ſaying, 
Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee, So Chriſt 
gorifies his Miniſters, when he ſpeaks to 'em in that Lan- 
mage, As the Father hath ſent me, ſo have I ſent yu. The 
ame Characters and Titles are given to them in Kind, as 
unto Chriſt, Was Chriſt a Shepherd and Biſhop over the 
whole Flock andChurch of God? So are theſe, Shepherds 
of particular Flocks, and Biſhops of particular Churches, 


7 OF under Jeſus the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls: Was 
. ritt an Angel and Meſſenger from the Father? So are 
hr cle Meſſengers from the Son, and Angels of the 
ſteChurches : Was Chriſt an Ambaſſador ? So are his Mi- 
ent eters, We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, ſays the Apoſtle : 


ron nd as the Embafiador repreſents the Perſon of his Prince, 
iv doth he wear his Honours : In like Manner, the Mi- 
ud ters of Chriſt, as they repreſent their Maſter, fo juſtly 
= ay expect a Deference becoming the ſpiritual Grandeur 
Ft * Patric § Heb. 5. 5. 
ir} | | of 
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of him that ſent them: Agreable to which, our Saviour Sale 
ſays, He that 177 40 you, deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpi- WM of u 
eth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. The Perſons of theſe WM the 
Men may be mean, and their Accompliſhments indifferent, — 
yet he that put them into Office, put them intoCharacter, ¶ than 
and ſet aDignity upon them. How contemptuouſly doth Wl Soul: 
the Apoſtle ſpeak of himſelf in his perſonal Character, as WM for v 


Jeſs than the leaſt 2 all Saints, and chief of Sinners; yet he fear 
magnifies his Office, and adores the Grace that put him Wl the V 
into the Miniſtry. The Corruptions of the World, and make 
the accurſed Negligence, Indifference, and Looſeneſs of af He 
Miniſters, not a few, have indeed put many upon deviſing Di 
a Method of robbing the Miniſters of the Goſpel of their Nef like 
Honourable Character as the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt ; and ef no 
therefore have ſuppos'd, that it belongs to the Apoſtles as Wi © dot! 
ſuch. ; but methinks *tis a Pity that a falſe Apoſtle ſhou'd WM They 
have this Honour put upon him, any more than the infe- n Oli 
.riour Miniſters ; while hisBehaviour ſhews, that he is but Would 
a Miniſter of Satan's Synagogue. But, beſides, When ence 1 
the Apoſtle adores the Grace ofGod,in putting him into theſ*twee 
miniſterial Office, the Ground of his thankful Adoration, I Man; 
was, becauſe he was to preach the umſearchable Riches of ri no 
the indiſpenſible Duty of every Miniſter; ſo when the A unter 
poſtle calls himſelf an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, the Embaſſagꝗ h 
is common to the Mouth of every Miniſter, praying Mei g ye 
in Chriſt's Stead to be reconciled unto God, (2 Cor. 5. 20. fende 
And this leads to the Deſign of the miniſterial Office imſelf 
in which Chriſt has put a Glory upon his Officers. 1% yo 
Deſign of their Office, and this is worthy of them whom one 
the King of Heaven delights to Honour; a Deſign i Llory 
which the Angels of Heaven are embarked with them Sire of 


yes, for are they not all mg Spirits, ſent forth to n 
nifter for them who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation,(Heb. I. laft 
yea, ſhall I ſay, their Buſineſs is the fame with that of th | 

Lord that ſent them, 79 ſeek and ſave that which rs bt 
they are Workers with Chriſt, earneſtly beſceching Met 

that they would not receive the Grace of God in val 


but that they would work out their own We 
alyati 
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dalvation: O good God, did Men but know the one half 
of what that one Word comprehends, how beautiful upon 
the Mountains would be the Feet of them that publiſh it! 
— Salvation of Souls, one of which is of more Value 
thin a World, and in Duration exceeds a Thouſand ; 15 
Guls, more dear to the Son of God than his own Life, LI 
for which he emptied every Vein, and drain'd his ſacred 
Heart of its richeſt- Drops, that hereby he might quench #11144 
the Wrath of God, extinguiſh the Flames of Hell, and 711 
make them mect to aſſociate with the divine Inhabitants 
of Heaven. | 
Did Solomon ever ſend an Ambaſſador upon an Affair 
of like Importance : No verily,the Importance of it allows 
ef no Compariſon. And as a greater than Solomon is here, tj 
o doth he put a greater Honour upon his Ambaſſadors : | - 
They come to you, my Brethren, like Noah's Dove with 7 
in Olive-Leaf in their Mouth, the Emblem of Peace; Wo | 
would to God we did all come with the Dove's Inno- 
ence in the Heart. They Sound the Articles of Peace 
between Earth and Heaven, the great God and the worm | 
Man; that God whoſe Wrath, no Creature can endure | 
al no Sinner can avoid, a Wrath which is intolerable, 
WT uwinterrupted and everlaſting ; but whoſe Favour is Life, 1 
Wd whoſe Loving-kindneſs is better than Life. They Ap 
ng you the Offer of Reconciliation from the Part a * 
(ended; and in Chriſt's Name plead with you, as if he | 
MM nſelf had been the Aggreſſor, and his Happineſs turn'd 
on your Salvation: ſure then the Nature of their Com- | | 
non carries Dignity in it; and the Deſign of it ſpreads 1 
Glory over them that poſſeſs it. If it were the Lan- 
Wre of Con/tantine, that he eſteem'd it a greater Honour Þ 
de a Member of a Church, than to be Head of his Em- | 
pre, fure when Chriſt commits the Riches of his Goſpel, 60 
a the Care of Souls to his Miniſters, thoſe Souls for ' 
om he encounter'd the Rage of Men, the Malice of AH 
ils, and the Wrath of God, when the Charge of theſe & if 
Ms, I ſay, is committed to his Miniſters, ſhall we not . 
i up the Language of my Text, and ſay, They are the | 
an,? 5 | 
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Me paſs on then to ſay, 2 | | 
II. Secondly, That faithful Miniſters are the Glory of 


16 


I 


Chriſt, in Reſpect of the Execution of their Office. 


- Under the former Head, we conſider'd Chriſt as put- 
ting a Glory upon his Miniſters ; here we are to conſider 
the faithful Miniſter as exhibiting the Glory of Chriſt to 
his People. As the Stars receive their Glory from the 
Sun, not merely on their own Account, but for the Illu- 
mination of others ; ſo do Miniſters, who are Stars in the 
Firmament of the Church, receive their Glory fromChriſt 
to convey it to his People. This Glory of Chriſt's Mini- 
ſters exhibit, | | 

Firſt, By their Doctrine. We preach not our ſelves, ſays 
the Apoſtle, but Chriſi Feſus the Lord, and our ſelves your 
Servants for Chriſt's Sake. So every other faithful Mini- 
ſter hangs upon the dear Name of Jeſus, and endeavours 
that his People may be bleſſed in hearing the joyful Sound. , 
I mean not here, my Brethren, to exclude Morality from 
preaching Chriſt ; no, this I teſtify, that he who neglect 
the former ſhall never be benefitted by the latter ; Chril 
profiteth him nothing. Religion is the Souls Conformity 
Gcd in his moral Perfections: So much as a Man has of 
true Morality, ſo much has he of God; and ſo much a 
He has of God in this World, ſo much will he have ol 
Heaven in the next. But then this Morality muſt b: 
baptiſed in the Name of Chriſt, Without Regard tc 
Chriſt in Principle, and in End, and an entire Dependand 

the Influences of his Spirit ; the brighteſt Specula 
tions, and the ſtrongeſt Arguments, a Text fetch't from t 
Bible, and Motives bro*t from Heaven, would be to preac 


Morality upon Motives that are not Chriſtian, is only 
deprive the lame Man of his Crutches, and then bid hi 
walk. No Man ever inſiſted on Morality more than » 
Pau; but he ever chriſtianizeth it: He ingrafts the M 
into Chriſt by Faith, and you quickly find him budd 
with every precious Grace, and loaded with the Fruit 

ood Works. Never doth Paul ſeem ſo much in 
Lament: as when he is preaching Chriſt ; how often do 
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he go out of his Way to meet with him, here he ſtretches 
in bis Thot's, and purſues the Glories of the Redeemer till 
he is almoſt out of Breath. In like Manner doth the 
faithful Miniſter ever remember that his Pulpit belongs 
to Chriſt, and that if he would ſhew himſcif a good Ser- 
vant, he muſt have his Eyes and hisHeart too, much upon 
his Maſter : Touching King Jeſus, his Heart indites good 
Matter, and his Tongue is like thePen of a ready Writer. 
He determines to know nothing himſelf, and to preach 
nothing to his People but Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. 
He deſcribes his various Features as the Spouſe, repreſents 
hs amiable Qualities, till Jeſus appears altogether lovely 
tothe delighted Hearer, who cries out with 7%, Me be- 
ies bis Glory, the Glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full F Grace and Truth, 

Let me juſt Hint a little here, and ſay, 

1. The faithful Miniſter exhibits the Glory of Chriſt's 
Pirſon. As God, partaking of the Glories of the Father 
fore all Ages; as Man, and here he is fairer than the 
Lhilddren of Men; being free from all Taint of original 
da; he is the Chief among ten "Thouſands ; and as God- 
Man Mediator, he is altogether lovely, How wonder- 
and how glorious this Perſon ! God manifeſt in the 
len may well be call'd a Myſtery. And upon account 
the Glories of his Perſon, how well qualified for his 
Vice as Mediator: As Man, capable of Suffering; and 
God, of throwing an infinite Value upon theſe Suffe- 
2s, and in reſpect of both, qualify'd to ſatisfy the Law 
Wen, magnify the Law and make it honourable, | 
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reac Again, EE 
S 2. The faithful Miniſter exhibits the Glory of Chriſt's . 
1 Miatorial Office, The general Office of a Mdiator he 


vs to be glorious, for 2 Day's Man to lay his Hand 
two Parties ſo infinitely diſtant as God and Man, 
ere the Quarrel was dreadful, and the Conſequences 
Ita] and damning to the Sinner; and to reconcile them 
uch a Manner, as that God may be juſt when he Ju- 
hes the Ungodly ; and the Rights of the Deity not only 
kintain'd but render'd my illuſtrious, while the Rehel 
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is protected and ſaved: Who but Jeſus was equal to the 
mighty Taſk ; how bright and glorious is theSun of Righ- 
teouſneſs, while there is Healing in his Beams. But I am 
ſpeaking here of the particular Offices of a Mediator as 
Prophet, Prieſt and King, which the faithful Miniſter ex- 
hibits in their Glory. The Glory of Chriſt's prophetical 
Office, in which he is a Light to lighten- the Gentiles, as 
well as the Glory of his favourite rae]. A Prophet like 
Aoſes, as he ſpeaks to God Face to Face, but far more 
glorious in this Reſpect, that he enlightens the Under- 
ſtanding as well as the Eye, diſpels the Clouds within, as 
well as cauſes the Scales to fall without, writes his Law 
upon the fleſhly Tables of the Heart, and leaves it a Rock 


no otherwiſe than as like Moſes Tables of Stone, it pre- 


ſerves the Law durable, firm and everlaſting. O ſure 
none teaches like him. 

So he exhibits the Glory of Chriſt's prieſtly Office. 
In which he appears ſuch an One as became both God 
and us, and was indeed faithful to God, and merciful to 
us, faithful to the Perſections of God, and merciful to the 


wretched Circumſtances of Man; brings Glory to God 


and good Will to Men: How compaſſionate to us, whe 
he ſheds his own Blood that he might ſprinkle our Con 
ſciences from Works that deſerve Death ; and how faith 
ful to God, when by his own Blood he enters into the 
Holy of Holies, and turns the Judgment into a Mercy 
Seat. What good Things doth the Blood of Sprinkling 
ſpeak, how much better than the Blood of Abel: Indee 
it ſpeaks more terrible Things in Righteouſneſs to ſuch 
trample upon it with unhallowed Feet, but in its ow 
Nature it ſpeaks glorious Things, and with divine Ele 
quence, it pleads for Holineſs and Happineſs, a pure Obe 


dience from Man to God, Pardon and Love from Ge 


to Man, : 
So again, the faithful Miniſter exhibits the Glory ofChriſt 


kingly Office. Glorious Viſion ! The Prieſt is upon ta 


Throne. Chriſt is Prince and Saviour, to give Repe 


tance and then Remiſſion of Sins: He gives Repentanq; 


not meerly as he authoritatively gives the Law of Repe 
| | tano 


An Ordination Sermon. 19 


tance, but as he efficaciouſly enables the Soul to obey the 
Ua; and then he gives the Remiſſion of Sins. By his 
WH mighty Power he guards the Soul againſt all Enemies 
without, and deſtroys all within. Thoſe whoſe Language 
b, we will not have this Man to reign over us, he com- 
mands to be ſlain before his Face, cauſing the Soul in all 


is Powers to cry out, We have no King but Jeſus, 
edo King but Jeſus. 

e In the virtual Diſcharge of theſe Offices, the faithful 
-W Miniſter exhibits the Glory of Chriſt in all former Diſ- 


penſations and before all Ages : Taking his People by the 
Hand, he leads them to the Council Table of Heaven, 
cauſing them to hear the Debates about the Reſtoration 
Jof Men from future Sin and Miſery ; with Trembling 
Joy they hear the Father propoſe the Queſtion, Who 
will undertake the arduous Work of Man's Redemption ? 
Whom ſhall we fend ? They ſeem Witneſles to theSilence 
of Heaven; and with John are ready to weep, becauſe 
none is found Worthy, ?till at length the Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah, the Root of David ariſes, ſaying, Here 
am I, ſend me, They ſee Jeſus hercupon taking the 
heavenly Pen, and in Letters of Blood ſubſcribe to the 
Covenant of Redemption. He hereupon ſhews them the 
Lamb as it had been ſlain. Upon which every golden 
farp in Heaven is wound to the higheſt Pitch of Praiſe 
ad Thankſgiving, joyful do the heavenly Powers pro- 
rate themſelves before the Lamb, and give Bleſſings, 
ad Honour, and Glory, and Power, to him that fitteth 

won the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever. 
From thence the faithful Miniſter brings his People 
down to Earth, alights with them in Paradiſe, where upon 
be Fall of Man he exhibits the Glory of the Redeemer 
nder the Character of the Seed of the Woman, and the 
domiſe that it ſhould bruiſe the Head of the Serpent. 
lence he leads them thro* the various Diſpenſations of 
Nob, Abraham, Moſes, and the Prophets, ſhews the Glory 
Jeſus in Jewiſh Types and Ceremonies, gives a clearer 
liew of it in the Prophets, till at length God is manifeſt 
i the Fleſh, The Sun of Righteouſneſs after long Dark- 
"© nets 
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neſs and feeble Light, ariſes with Healing in his Beams. 
When now with the Greels they cry out, Sir, we would 


fee Feſus, he with Jahn Baptiſt, points to him, ſaying, 


Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the Sins of the 
Morld. They fee him actually accompliſhing all that 
which he engaged to his Father, and in thick Clouds re- 
preſented to Men his Brethren, Particularly doth he 
carry them to Golgotha, where he exhibits to them the 
Glory of Chriſt in the blac..eft Cloud that the Eyes of 
Heaven ever ſaw : Chriſt dying and yet triumphing in 
Death, Sampſon-like he pulls down the Houſe of his E- 


nemies, and makes Hell ring with the Noife of her own 


Ruin: He exhibits the Glory of Chriſt's Reſurrection 
from the Grave, where he leaves his own Grave-Cloaths 
and our Sins in eternal Oblivion, bears to our View the 
Credentials of his Father's Love and our Redemption. 
The Church is now begot to a lively Hope, and Jeſus 


calls his God our God, and his Father our Father; thel 


Glory of his Aſcenſion, when he made Darkneſs his Pa- 
vilion, rode upon a Cherub and did fly, *till the Heaven: 
receiv'd him, and all their Hoſts with jaytul Wings pro 


Claim*d his welcome Return. 


He exhibits the Glory of Jeſus in his preſent Offices a 
bove, as well as formerly below; as the Prophet of hi 
People, teaching them by his Word and Spirit; thei 
Prieſt, interceeding for them at the Father's right Hand 
for their Grace and Salvation, which, as a King he beſtows 
In a Word, ſhall I ſay the faithful Miniſter exhibits Chri 
as all in all; all in the Redemption of his People, a 
in their effectual Vocation, all in their Sanctification 
all in their Salvation; their Wiſdom to guide them, the! 
Righteouſneſs to juſtify them, their Sanctification to mak 
them meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, an 
their compleat Redemption to ranſom them from Hell 


and bear them up to Heaven, | 


Thus the faithful Miniſter repreſents the Glories of ü 
Redeemer, till at length the gracious Soul is captivate 
with his Charms, ſwallow'd up in hisGlory, acknowlcdg 


this Beloved far more than any other Beloved, wet 
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None but Chriſt, none but Chriſt, he is all my Salvation, 
he is all my Deſire, whom have I in Heaven but Jeſus, 
fure I ſhould have had nothing there without him, and 
W what is there on Earth that may be compared with him. 
And fo I paſs on to ſay, 
Secondly, The faithful Miniſter exhibits the Glory of 
Chrift by his Life. As our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was then 
the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, when he was the 
expreſs Image of his Perſon ; ſo is the Miniſter of Chriſt 
he Brightneſs of his Glory, when he is in the greateſt 
Meaſure the Image of his Perſon. Agreeable to this our 
eſſed Lord, when he had inſtructed his Diſciples in Points 
if chriſtian Knowledge, urges theſe 1 upon their 
Paftice, ſhewing them the Vanity of their Profeſſion and 
de Emptineſs of their Knowledge without it, which would 
my expoſe them to the Character of a fooliſh Man that 
wilt his Hou ſe upon the Sand, and the Rain deſcended and the 
nds came, and the Wind blew, and beat upon that Houſe 
hd it fell, and great was the Fall of it, (Matth. 7. ult.) 
Without Regard to the Directions of our Saviour what 
aud every Thing elſe ſignify. Had they never ſo much 
gut in their Heads, yet if the Light in them were but 

ness, if there were none of the Light of Life, where 
eld be the Glory of Chriſt. Might not Jeſus lament 
i fay, Ah my Glory: And their being in an exalted 
on would only ſpread a darker Cloud over their Lord, 
| 


more dreadfully Reproach that great and dear Name 
which they were called. Senſible of this, the great 
Wile was not content with ſaying, Chriſt liveth in me, 

ai be triumphs when he ſays, For me to live is Chriſt, 
ei Life T live in the Fleſh is by the Faith of the Son of 
cd. Hereby he exhibited the Glory of Chriſt to all 
i ad him; and thus he ſets himſelf as a Pattern to o- 
cu, Be ye Followers of me, as I am of Chriſt, fo far 
os farther : And when the ſame Apoſtle gives his 
ans to Timothy, he is firſt to take Heed to himſelf, 
ah then to his Doctrine. Accordingly every faithful 
de ber will endeavour that his Life may be a Comment 
ou bis Doctrine, and a Tranſcript of the Lite of Chriſt. 
: Particularly 
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Particularly here, but very briefly, lay 

1. He will exhibit ſomething of the Glory of ChritMth 
in the Temper of his Mind: I know the natural Com- 
plexion of the Mind, and the Mechaniſm and Contexture ve 
of the Body, will ſometimes render this exceeding difficult, 
eſpecially when the Corruptions of others are ſtrong, and 


our own Temptations ſudden or violent, Paul can ſome- n! 
times contend too ſharply ; Peter wants a Sword, Jam: lip 
and John would have Fire come down from Heaven tothe 
avenge an Affront offer'd their Lord, by deſtroying them te 
that offer'd it: But yet ordinarily ſpeaking, they appeaMvoc 
Maſters of their 'Temper, or rather allow Chriſt to be ſo Vo 
by which they reflect Glory on their Lord. And hereinfWilca 
will the faithful Miniſter reſemble them, and in them theii w 
Lord. Was Chriſt humble and condeſcending, yes, Wple: 
great Part of the Glory of Chriſt lay in hisCondeſcention Wir 
that when he was in the Form of God he became Man 
yea, mean and low among his Brethren, without Fo re 
and Comlineſs for which he ſhould be deſir'd; fo will ee, 


be his Care and earneſt Prayer, that the ſame Mind | 
in him which was in Chriſt Jeſus, that all Pride may b 
hid from him, and that he may be cloathed with Humility 

Was Chriſt meek, yes, a Lamb for Meekneſs, with 
Calmneſs ſweet as the Light, he endured the Contradictic 
of Sinners, ſuch Injuries and Abuſes as were unknown 
Men who deal in Blood, and which brought the Wra 
of God upon a guilty Nation to the Uttermoſt. So w 
the faithful Miniſter in ſome Meaſure be a Follower 
the Lamb; if he can't wholly ſubdue the Fire of 
Temper in the moſt proper Seaſon, he'll endeavour 
blow it out by daily Sighs or quench it by Showers of | 
nitential Tears. 

Again, Was Chriſt of a forgiving Temper ; O 
when all the Rage of Men and Malice of Devils confeq 
rated together for his Deſtruction, he pray'd for thoſe ti 
butcher'd him, pleading the only Argument their accl 
ſed Crimes could admit of, I mean their Ignorance, ! 
ther, ſays he, forgive them, for they know not what ty 
do: And that he might make his Prayers effectual, 
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ins down his Life; by his own Blood expiating their Guilt 
that ſhed it. In which the faithful Miniſter will be ſure 
t imitate his Lord, ſaying with the Apoſtle, Being reviled 
e bleſs, being defamed we intreat. 
Again, 
2. The faithful Miniſter exhibits the Glory of Chriſt 
WT n hisConverſation. While Men of prophane and unclean 
os ſpread Infection like a Plague far and wide, grieving 
ee Spirit of God, and doubling their own Damnation; 
he faithful Miniſter is careful that his Communication be 
od in it ſelf, and good to the Uſe of Edifying; his 
a Vords are ſeaſoned with Salt, his Converſation in and of 
faven, his Tongue is a Tree of Life, the pleaſant Fruit 
Wo which feeds many, who are ready to ſay as the Diſ- 
tiles when Chriſt converſed with them, Did not our 
arts burn within us, while he talked to us by the Way, 
ning the Scriptures, (Luke 24. 32.) Nor are there 
tore than a few of the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, I be- 
| Were, but have found the religious Converſation of a few 
niſters more deeply impreſſive and happily influential 
n particular Perſons than the Preaching of many Years. 
it Again, 
11 The faithful Minifter exhibits the Glory of Chriſt 
ro his general Deportment. Like his great Lord he is 
1 WW: Meaſure holy, harmleſs and undefiled, ſeparate from 
ra" in the Love and Dominion of it, and ſeparate from 
ers, unleſs with Deſign to reclaim them; he keeps a 
anſcience void of Offence towards God and Man, and 
krefore lives ſoberly as to himſelf, maintaining a juſt 
wernment over the Appetites of his Body, and the 


bons of his Mind; righteouſly as to his Neighbour, in 

e Exerciſe of Truth and Honeſty, Juſtice and Com- 
yon, Charity and Mercy; and godly as to his Maker, 
ec 


breſſing the inward Reverence he has to him by his 
ve outward Walk and Worſhip; in all looking for 
ebleſſed Hope and glorious Appearance of the great 
, and his Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, In one Word, he 
Ws to Jeſus while he is running the chriſtian Race, 

6 to him as his Example, and ende avours to run like 


him, 
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him, looks to him as his Judge, approving himſelf to him, 
and looks to him as. his Rewarder, and endeavours to 
run to him that he migbt ſeize the Joy ſet before him, 
and lay hold on eternal Life. | 


Allow me now to mention my third Propoſition, 
Which is 1 N | 

II. That the faithful Miniſter is the Glory of Chriſt 
in Reſpect of the Succeſs of his Qffice, Under our fi 
Propofition we conſider d Chriſt as putting a Glory upen 


his Miniſters : Our Second conſiders Miniſters as reflect- a 
ing the Glory of Chriſt on his People: My third Propo- 

fition conſiders God's People as bringing back the Glory Wl © 
to Chriſt, thro the Inſtrumentality of his faithful Miniſters, 7D 


E look: upon this Propoſition as a Sort of neceſſary Conſe- 
quence from the foregoing : For - tho” Chriſt bas not en- 


tail'd Succeſs upon the Fidelity of his Miniſters in expreſs 4 
Terms, much leſs has made the Fidelity of his Miniſters 10 
the neceſſary Condition of the Succeſs of his Goſpel; but 10 
may deny to them a large Meaſure of Succeſs ; and as he * 
ordains Praife to himſelf from the Mouth of Babes and 1 
Sucklings, and from the Wrath of Men and Devils, and "© 
ſometimes feeds a Prophet by the Hands of Ravens, ſo he 
may, and. ſometimes doth feed his own. Children by th 
Hands of the Devil's Servants ; notwithſtanding all this of 
fay we have Encouragement enough from the Nature « 5 

Things, the Word of God, and the Experience of thy a 
World, to hope and believe, that whete the Glory 15 
Chriſt is exhibited in the Doctrine and by the Life of h 4 
Miniſter, there will be a Glory brought back to Chriſt by. 
the Succeſs of their Miniſtry. What, I beſeech you, 1s th 5 
Deſign of the Miniſtry, is it not the perſeching of theSamt 7 rs 


and the edifymg the Body ef Chrift, (Eph: 4. 12.) but 
likely that Chriſt will fend his faithful Miniſters whet 


Building where there are no Materials, no living Ston 
tor the Temple of. God. Befides, has notChriſt promil 
that he will be with bis faithſul Minifters always, et 
to the End of:the World. And how | with them but | | 


(an 
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aſſiſt their Labours and crown them with Succeſs : Did 
not Chriſt command their Eight to ſhine before others, 
and why, but that others beholding their good Works, 
might be excited to imitate them and glorify their heaven- 
ly Father. Doth not Paul tell Timothy that in taking heed 
to himſelf and to his Doctrine, he ſhould both ſave him- 
ſelf and them that heard him: And is not the Experience 
of the World aConfirmation of all ? As on the oneHand, 
it will ordinarily be found that a cold and careleſs, luke- 
warm and corrupt Clergy, if they did not find yet have 
kft their People poſſeſt of the ſame Character: So on the 
other Hand, a Miniſtry the moſt conſorm'd to him that 
ſent them, in Doctrines according to Godlineſs, and in a 
Converſation becoming the Goſpel : A Miniſtry engag'd 
to anſwer the Deſign of their Miſſion, zealous for their 
great Maſter, and compaſſionate to the Souls which with 


13 o much Sweat and Blood he purchaſed: Such a Miniſtry 
ul, have generally had more abundant Seals, and tho? 
he they were Ent to a languiſhing and dying People, yet have 


een Inſtrumental of ſtrengthning the Things that were 
weak, and reviving thoſe which were ready to die. And 
ww is not the Succeſs of the Miniſtry the Glory of Chriſt ? 
jes verily, as our bleſſed Saviour ſaid at the Death of La- 
urus, this Sickneſs is for the Glory of God, that the Son 
God might be glorified thereby; ſo is it here, the 
ucceſs of the Miniſtry is for. the Glory of Chriſt. Curiſt 
ereby glorifies himſelf ; This he doth by. glorifying his 
Power: We rcad of the Glory of his Power, and this is 
yer more remarkable than in the Succeſs. of the Mini- 
Hj. - Then Chriſt turns the ſtrong Man armed out of 
thors, he takes the Prey from the Mighty, breaks the 
Jays of the Oppreſſor, and leads Captivity captivegmaugre | 
the Rage and Malice of Hell. He ſpeaks as ta Lazar 
Come forth, and the dead Soul obeys... 7 7 - 
Again, Chriſt glorifies his Mercy and Grace; tis by 
be race of Chriſt: that we are ſaved. While we are 
lowing in our Blood he ſays to us Liyeg4and the Time 
Time of Love; he loves us with a Loye ſtrong as 


ah, yes, for he waſhes-us in his Blood from the Pollu- 
D tion 


| 
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| t 
tion of our own; he ſpeaks ſweetly and kindly to us, ſay- a 
ing, Ariſe and ſhine for thy Light is come, and the Glory t 
of the Lord is riſen upon thee ; and we behold his Glory j 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of Grace and 
Truth. ir 
Again, Shall I ſay, the Father glorifies his Son in the W 
Succeſs of the Miniſtry, ſhows him that he has not l- {: 
boured in vain, and ſpent his Strength for nought, in WI th 
that he divides him a Portion with the Great, and the to 
Spoil with the Strong, *till Chriſt himſelf is ſatisfied. = 
And then beſure thoſe that are brought home to Chriſt WI { 
glorify him; Their Mouth is filled with the high Praiſcs WW G 
of the Lord; A new Song is put into their Mouths, and Ha 
they rejoice with Mary, when Chriſt was conceived in ver 
her, (Luke 1. 46.) My Soul doth magnify the Lord, and WM d 
my Spirit rejoice in God my Saviour, for he hath regardid the 
me in my low Eſtate ; he that is Mighty hath dime great Wi *C 
T hings fr me, and holy is his Name. They are not aſhamed Wl Af 
to ſpeak of Chriſt or ſpeak for him. No, Jeſus hangs Glc 
upon their Lips, and is Muſic in their Ears. They ſpeak Glo 
of the glorious Honour of his Majeſty, and the Glory of lac 
his Kingdom. Nor do they glorify Chriſt only with joy- #22! 
ful Lips, but with obedient Lives. As Chriſt has pur- L 
chaſed them for himſelf, ſo they glorify him in their Bodie 
and in their Spirits, which are his, The Love of Chriſt 
conftrains them to live not to themſelves, but unto hi I, 
that loved them and dyed for them. The various Step back 
of their Walk and Acts of their Worſhip are to the Glo n' 
of Chriſt actually or habitually, mediately or immediately WM Ad t 
Do they confeſs Sin, they give Glory toGod in Confeſſion Chrif 
When they ſee him whom they have pierced they mouri we, 
in the Bitterneſs of their Souls ; the Sight of a broke Mut 
Chriſt breaks the Heart, and the Flint is turned into R de t 
vers of Waters. Do they pray for an Favour, Mer Di 
to Pardon or Grace to help them in Time of Need, Why 
now in the Name of Chriſt, and with an entire Depe dem 


dance on the Merits of his Death, and the Efficacy of l 
Mediation; formerly they ſeemed to think that the Rheto 
of their own Prayers laid God under a ſort of anObligate 


1 
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to hear them, and only made uſe of the Name of Chriſt 
as a cuſtomary Form. Now, as the Molaſſams us' d, when 
they aſk'd any Favour of their King, to carry his Son the 
oung Prince in their Arms, and preſent him before his. 

ather 1; ſo the renewed Soul is ſure to carry a Chriſt 
in his Arms, and to expect nothing but in and thro* him, 
well knowing that out of Chriſt God is a conſuming Fire. 
In one Word, whether they eat or drink, or whatever 
they do, they do all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
to his Glory ; they are to him for a Name, and a Praiſe, 
and a Glory. Thus do the Nations of them that are 
ſaved bring their Glory and Honour to the Lamb, of which 
Glory Miniſters are the Occaſion, as they are in the 
Hand of the Spirit of God the Inſtruments of their Con- 
verſion. And thus I conclude the doctrinal Part of my 
dubject, the general Scheme of which, is to ſhew, that 
the faithful Miniſter is the Glory of Chriſt. Chriſt puts 
a Glory upon him, not for his own, but for the Benefit 
of Chriſt's People, to whom he exhibits the Redeemer's 
Glory, and theſe again with reflected Beams return all the 
Glory to Chriſt, juſt as the Rivers run into the Sea, the 
Place from whence the Rivers come thither they return 
gain. 

Let us ſpend the remaining Moments in ſome uſeful 

IMPROVEMENT. 
And here, 

1. Are faithful Miniſters the Glory of Chriſt, this 
teaches us, as we would fulfil that Character, that we 
don't ſeek our own Glory. We are Chriſt's Servants, 
ad therefore ſhould ſeek not our own but the Things of 
Uriſt, Are any favour'd with the ſhining Gifts of Na- 


3 


ut what haſt thou, O Man, that thou haſt not received. 
are they not 4 Deo in Regard of their Author, and ex 
Dm in Regard of the Manner of thy receiving them. 
Why then doſt thou glory as if thou hadſt not received 
dem? And why were they given ? Was it for thy own 


1 Plutarch. : : 
| "= "IK Sake 


ure, or the Accompliſhments of Learning and Education, 
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Sake, that thou mighteſt Glory, ſure this is to turn the Hp 
Grace of God into Wantonneſs. No, thy Gifts and 
Graces are given thee to profit withal, not profit thy ſelf 
by building up a Name and Dependance among them. 
No, but to profit the Church, the Body of Chriſt, and 
thereby glorify its Head. Sure the Grace of the Redeemer 
is to be acknowledged in all Things. Do we labour 
abundantly, yet not we, not I, fays the Apoſtle, but the 
Grace of God in me. Are we crown'd with Succeſs ? 
Can we ſay to Multitudes as Paul to his T hefſalonians, 
Ye are our Glory, (1 Theſ. 2. ult.) But who is Paul, or 
who is Apollos, nothing neither the one nor the other, but 
God that giveth the Increaſe. And as a good Evidence 
of our Concern for the Glory of our Maſter, how con- 
deſcending ſhould we be to one another in Love, and alfo 
to our People, heartily willing that others ſhould be em- 
ploy*d in bringing that Glory to Chriſt which it doth not 
pleaſe him to own us as the Inſtruments of. Sure all 
Shyneſs, Diſtance and DiſaffeRion, where we are engaged 
in the ſame Office, ſerve the ſame Lord, are engaged in 
the ſameCauſe, ſeems to be a Symptom of that Pride which 
feeketh her own Glory. 

2. What little Proſpe& is there that an unconverted 
Miniſter ſhould be a faithful One. That Servant of the 
Lord who is his Maſter's Glory exhibits that Glory in 
the Holineſs of his Life, as well as Soundneſs of his Doc- 
trine, Our bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles have inſiſted 
much upon this Sanity of Life and Manners. But! 
this be wanting, how can there be Fidelity? If he preach 
found Doctrine, which yet there is no ſmall Danger that 
he will nat; but ſuppoſe, I fay, he ſhould preach like a 
Angel, if he live like a Devil, where is his Fidelity ? But 
ou'l ſay, perhaps, he lives a ſober moral Life: I anſwer 
ere is fomething more than meer Morality neceſſary tc 
che faithful Miniſter ; there muſt be a Zeal for Chriſt 
a tender Concern for his Intereſt, Bowels of Mercics fo 
his People. But will he be zealous for Chriſt, who has 1d 
Love 1 him? Will he be concerned for his 9 1 whi 

not tor h ll 6 nt | 
Þ not for himſelf? But you ſtill ay, May'n Hypoctt 
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flypocrite, and may*nt an Hypocrite go far in all the Ex- 
ternals ; yes verily he may, but then Hypocriſy is not 
Nature, and Nature is very apt to be uppermoſt, where 4 
Man has any darling Lufts, thefe Deliciæ in peccato diſ- 
cover themſelves eaſily, thro* the Veil of refin'd Hypo- 
mf. Judas may keep with Chriſt a good while, but the 
hining Mirrouts of Silver ſhews him to himſelf and all 
the World. In a Word, there is but little Reaſon to 
tink that he who is not faithful in a little will be faithful 
n much, and that he who has not by divine Grace work*d 
put his own Salvation, will labour abundantly in promo- 
ling that of others: He won't be too cloſe and ſearching, 
kt he ſhould make ſome unhappy Diſcovery of himſelt : 
fle is not like to be very awakening in his Diſcourſes ; 
tv, he might poſſibly diſturb his own Repoſe : He won't 
al much in the Terrors of the Law ; no, a Bow ſhot 
t a Venture might by the rebounding Arrow hit himſelf 
ktween the Joints of the Harneſs : He won't be likely 
b preach the Neceſſity of Chriſt, who never found his 
un Want of him; nor preſs others with ſuitable Force 
id Pungency to come to Chriſt, who himſelf never ſaw 
e King in his Beauty, nor taſted of his Sweetneſs. 

z. What Skill and Wiſdom, Diligence and Watch- 
Inefs, Courage and Zeal are neceſſary to the faithful 
charge of the miniſterial Office. True Chriſt puts an 
bnour upon his Servants when he calls them into the 
liniftry, but what doth he call them to, is it to Idleneſs, 
releſsneſs, and the Regalement of our Senſes? Doth 
call them from Labour; no, but unto Labour, the 
feſt Labour, Labour of the Head and Heart, Labour 
n their People and with God for them, Labour in the 
ly and in the Pulpit, Labour in the Families of the ir 
bple and with particular Souls, Labour in Word and 
Marine, and eſpecially Labour in ſubduing their own 
muptions, leſt the curſed Steam ariſing ſhould obſcure 
Glory of their own Sermons, and that of their Lord 
tent them. This is the Labour we are called to, and 
Us the Nature of our Work, the Oppoſition we meet 
Lin it. Oppoſition from the God of this World, the 


Rulers 
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"Rulers of the Powers of Darkneſs. Oppoſition from 

| Fierceneſs and Fury of thoſe Luſts, whether our own o 

others, we would ſubdue and mortify, that we have need 

of enlarged Knowledge, refined Wiſdom to find out the 

Depths of Satan, Courage and Zeal to oppoſe him, con 

ſtant Diligence and Watchfulneſs to overcome him 

Without theſe and other divine Qualities our Glory wil 

ſoon be tarniſh'd, and that of Chriſt be buried in the Duſt 

And as the Nature of our Office calls for thoſe diving 

Qualities, ſo doth its Importance demand their moſt livel 

Exerciſe. Yes, we have the Care of Souls committed te 

us, Souls which are of more Value than all the Beafts o 

the Field and the Cattle upon a thouſand Hills ; the R 

demption of which coft the Son of God many Praye 

and Tears, much Sweat and Blood, for which h 

ſtrove even unto Agony in Life, and conflicted with Dea 

it ſelf in all its Artillery. Theſe Souls, I ſay, are com 

mitted to our Care, and will hereafter be demanded : 

our Hands in the Day when Inquiſition ſhall be made fe 

Blood. O bleſſed God, what will be the Emotions « 

our Souls when the great Shepherd appearing ſhall deman 

of us, Where are thoſe few Sheep in the Wilderneſs 

Alas, how little ſhould People envy Miniſters their he 

nourable Character, when they conſider their hard L 

bour, and thoſe Graces neceſſary to accompliſh it : B 

who is ſufficient for theſe Things, ſure we are not ſuff 

cient of our ſelves. What then, 

4. My Doctrine directs Miniſters where to go for : 

needed Influence and Aſſiſtance. Our Sufficiency 15 

God. As we preach the unſearchable Riches of Chril 

the Riches of his Grace, ſo are there Riches and a Glo 

of Power to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen us. What if we s 

ready to complain of our Infirmities, yet hark, Ch 

* ſpeaks to us as to Paul, My Grace is ſufficient for y0 
ö my Strength is perfected in Weakneſs. Well then 

will glory in our Infirmities, that the Power of Chriſt 

reſt upon us. | 
5. My Doctrine naturally puts Miniſters upon àccof 

pliſhing a diligent Search, how far we anſwer Be = 
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Character in my Text, and are the Glory of Chriſt. In 
Doctrine do we ſhew the Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sin- 
0 cerity, ſound Speech that cannot be condemned. Dare 
ve declare the whole Council of God? On the other 
Hand, Is there not a daſtardly Spirit to be found among 
many of us, which too much inclines us to adapt our Diſ- 
courſes to the vain Humours or looſe Principles of ſome of 
our Hearers, on Account of which we are expos'd to the 
baſe Character of ſeeking to pleaſe Men rather than God, 
imprime Verba. And then in point of Practice, Are we 
imitators of our great Lord and Maſter in all thoſe various 
Methods by which the Sinner may de reclaim*d, and the 
daint eſtabliſhed ? Examples even to Believers themſelves, 
n Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith 
and Purity? Can we ſay, for us to live is Chriſt? On 
the other Hand, Is there not too much Conformity to vain 
Cuſtoms, Humour, and Practices of the World, conſider- 
ns that our Character is the Glory of Chriſt, And here 
ve may take it as an Obſervation worthy our ſerious 
Tho't, That the more we are diſpos'd to conform to the 
World in a vain Converſation, the leſs diſpos'd will it be 


* be in danger of looſing our Character, and Chriſt his 
ory. |; 

b. What Reaſon have the beſt of us to be humbled, 
hat we fall ſo ſhort of the Character of the faithful Mi- 
liter, and are fo little the Glory of Chriſt ? We are ſet 
pas Stars in the Firmament of the Church, and we move 
bout Jeſus the Light of the World and Sun of Righteouſ- 
es; but by Reaſon of our ſinful Diſtance from Chriſt, 
ad our eccentric Motion, how faint and. unſteady is the 


tt Glory of Chriſt appears in our Doctrine? And by 
laſon of our Approach to the World, the unhappySteams 
nd noxious V apours of it ſo greatly becloud it, that there 
but little of Chriſt to be ſeen in ourLife. Who is there 
us that is not ready to ſay, I lament my Faults this Day. 
Thanks be to God, there is Hope in 1/rael for us, found in 
e Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, which is — 

ö | or 
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b eonform to us in that which is religious, whereby we. 


boht we convey to our People? What a Glimmer of 
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for the Prieſthood and Sanctuary, as well as the Congre- 
b n. ; , "Rv 1 7 1 

7. My Doctrine ſpeaks terrible Things in Righteouf- 
neſs to the unfaithful Miniſter. Are theſe the Glory of 
Chriſt? Far otherwiſe : They are his Diſgrace, and 3 
Reproach to that great Name whereby they are called: 
The Light that is in them is Darkneſs, and how great is 
that Darkneſs? Inſtead of exhibiting the Glory of Jeſus 
in the Light of their good Works, for the Imitation of 
others, they ſpread a Gloom over the whole of Chriſt's 
Religion, cauſe the Ways of God to be evil ſpoken of, the 
Miniſtry in general to be blamed, and give. the Enemy 
occaſion to blaſpheme. How unſucceſsful are ſuch like to 
be in the World, unleſs in the Cauſe of Satan, their real 
tho' not profeſt Maſter ? How miſerable in the World to 
come? << If there be a fearfulWoe due to them that uſe L 
not their Gifts profitably, what Woes may we think ſhall 
overtake them that ſa ungraciouſly abuſe them *? . 
telligatur pena interverſoris pena pigri. 1 What the hi 
deous Aſpect, the horrid Glare of theſe Miniſters in Satan 
Synagogue, in the Day when Inquiſition ſhall be made fo 
the Blood of Souls, and this Blood ſhall be found at the 
Doors of thoſe in whoſe Eyes it ought to have been preci 
ous ? See here a Number who ſlept on quietly in Sin, thro 


= {3 © 8s: Þ = am wn 


the Indifference and Negligence of their Paſtor : See her. 8 
a Troop cometh, of ſuch as were hardned by the Sins 0 lt 
their Miniſter, more than by all the other Temptations ol = 
Satan! How doth the black Cloud ariſe ! hark to the es 
Thunder that bellows from it! Methinks I hear the! * 
Language: Tremble, O my Soul, leſt thou fhouldelt by ' " 
found too nearly concerned in it. Had you, fay they Fa, 
been faithful in your Warnings and Reproofs, ſet Hell 1 l 
naked before 'us, and. Deſtruction without a Covering My 
lure Deſtruction from God wou'd been a Terror to us hi 


and by the Terrors of the Lord we ſhould have fled fro 
the Wrath to come, always to come. Had you W. 
ſuitable Vehemence, the Vehemence of Love, told us 0 
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need of Chriſt, that Blood was upon us, the Avenger of 
Blood behind us, we ſhould have fled to Chriſt ſor Refuge, 
and laid hold on the ſure and only Hope ſet before us; but 
alas ! thro* Careleſneſs or Fear of the Loſs of our Favour, 


pu neglected our Salvation, and encouraged us in Sin, by 
bot reproving us for it, and living in it your ſelves, and 
- Wl therefore now we muſt to the Place of Torments. How 
of Wl vill theſe Reflections of our People ſting like a Serpent 
„ aud bite like an Adder! But what will our Maſter Jeſus 
he, he whoſe Glory we have ſullied, whoſe Honour defiled, 
ny whoſe Blood trampled upon ourſelves and bro't into the 


Contempt of others, whoſe Vineyard we have laid waſte, 
and whoſe Inheritance ſquandered away. Will -not the 
Meekneſs of the Lamb be turn'd into the Wrath of the 
Lion, with Lightning in his Eyes, with Thunder from His 
Mouth, and Vengeance in his Hands ; while we tremble 
at the Foot of Omnipotence, under the Proſpect of a Pu- 
nſhment too great to be born, and yet ever tobe endured : 
If they who turn many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the 
dun; who can paint that Blackneſs of Darkneſs that is 
reſerved for ſuch as keep many from Righteouſneſs, and 
rden em in Sin: Sure their's muſt be a ten- fold Dam- 
mation. | 

8. How careful ſhou'd a People be in ſettling a Mi- 
iter, that they make choice of one who is like to. be the 
Glory of Chriſt : One who has an Head full of Know- 
kdze, an Heart full of Grace, and a Life filled up with 
Crcumſpection: One who they have Reaſon to thittk, 
mows Chriſt Jeſus, not only hiſtorically but practically 5 
mows him in the Power of his Reſurrection, and in the 
fellowſhip of his Sufferings ; knows him by an intimate 
acquaintance, has ſeen him in his Beauty, felt the Glory 
his Power, and taſted the Glory of his Grace. 

9. How careful ſhouldPerſons entring on the miniſterial 
Mice be, to look to their Converſion, as well as other 
\ccompliſhments of Nature and Education. Parts and 

ming can never be too highly eſteemed in their Places, 
ur can we be thankful enough for our College, which 
"the Glory of our Land, and wherein is laid a large * 
et 2 Alk 
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fair Foundation for the Glory of Chriſt: But what avails Wl * 

all other Knowledge in compare with the Excellency of 

the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus : *Tis he only that has Wl * 

this Knowledge of Chriſt that is like to be his Glory. 

| I mean not here, My Brethren, That a Man is not to en- | 
p ter into the Miniſtry, till he arrives at a full Aſſurance of 
his Converſion, but that he ſhould carefully examine him- 0 
ö ſelf in reſpect of his ſpiritual as well as intellectual Accom- * 
pliſhments, and that he ſhould ſo prove himſelf as to ap 
prove himſelf, ſaying the ſame Thing with theApoſtle,tho' : 

He may not have the ſame Degree of Evidence, That 

God who commanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, bat 
ſhined into our Hearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge offi 
the Glory of God in the Face of Feſus Chriſt. Nor ſhould: t 
Miniſter only about to take the. folemn Charge upo A 
| : Himſelf, but all concerned in his Ordination, have good '* 
Reaſon to hope well of his Eſtate God-ward : Ves; howllil * 
| do they diſcover a due Regard to the Glory of Chril ci 
J themſelves, when they are inſtrumental of putting ſuch di 
into the Miniſtry, of whom there is as much Reaſon te do 
fear they will be the Reproach, as to hope they will b the 
the Glory of Chriſt. Without any the leaſt Uncharita © 
| bleneſs, I venture to ſay, That a greater Concern be © 
| comes us in this Matter than has been manifeſted. Do Ty 
not the Apoſtle command that Hands be laid ſuddenly on h 
Man!? Doth not he charge Timathy to commit the Thin -3 
| ' evhich he had heard of him to faithful Men, who ſhould 0 . 
. able to teach others alſo; Men of Capacity and Goſpe F rn 
| Integrity? * 
| Accordingly, Sir, addrefling my ſelf to you, who 2 _ 
b now to be ſeparated to the Miniſtry of Chriſt. I ſhovgly. 
c eſteem this an impious Hand, did I venture to lay it ug.” : 
| your Head while I had a prevailing Fear that it Was! ND. 
} impious one. I indeed may be deceived, but as I tr y 


you have an experimental Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſu 
1 that the Light of heavenly Glory has ſhone into your Hez 
x as well as Head, for which I would be thankful to G 
4 ſo Sir, I wou'd make it my earneſt Pra yer, as it is my A 
| pendance, that you will be an Evidence to the Truth 


4 
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my Doctrine, and make full Proof of my Miniſtry this 

Day in being the Glory of Chriſt. You are ſettling in a 
yery critical Day, a Day remarkable, as far as I can judge, 

for-the abundant Influences of the Spirit of God ; and no 

leſs remarkable for the moſt threatning Contentions about 
'm., For my own Part, if J have Charity for Perſons at 
ny Time of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, I think it demands 
an eſpecial Exerciſe at this Day; this Day, in which Con- 
verſions appear to me much more numerous and far leſs 
dubious, being reduc'd to the beſt Standard which the 
Word of God furniſhes me withal. 

Not Sir, that it is all Gold that gliſters; as there are 
many who ſeem to diſhonour God, by denying to him 
thoſe ſanctifying Influences which belong to him as their 
Author; ſo are there others who aſcribe to him thoſe 
vain Imaginations which he will never own : In reſpect 
of which, our Religion, like it's great Author, ſeems cru- 
eified between two Thieves. Take heed J beſeech you, 
dir, that as you don't pierce Chriſt as an Enemy, ſo you 
don't give him Cauſe to complain, that he is wounded in 
the Houſe of his Friends. And therefore be ever careful 
to diſtinguiſh between pure and undefiled Religion it ſelf, 
and thoſe humane Frailties and childiſh Vanities which 


are oft times found to mix themſelves: with it: In all 


Things reducing your ſelf, and the Appearance of Things 


about you, to the unerring Standard of God's holy Word. 


To the Law and to the Teſlimony. When once you leave 
theſe, or entertain flight Notions of 'it, you will be in 
langer of being carried away by every Ignis fatuus, into 
the Wilds and Boggs of all Enthuſiaſm: But I have no 
Time to enlarge here; only let me fay, Spend the Time 
n promoting the preſent Work of God, that too many do 
n diſputing it. I am very confident that *tis one of the 
Devices of Satan, and curſed are it's. Influences, to turn 
true Religion into vain Jangling. But however zealous 
ou may be in promoting this Work, ever maintain in your 


I, and among your People, a charitable Regard to ſuch 
differ from you in Judgment, while you ſee any Thing 


«Chriſt in their Life and Converſation ; It has greatly 
E 2 ſtain'd 
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be diſupproved by you, yet muſt-it' be with Jenderneſs to 


* 


ſtainꝰd the Glory of the preſent Day, that Religion has 
been turned into a Party, and that an Oppoſer to the pre- 
ſent Work, I mean in Contradiſtinction to the good Work 
of Grace which has ever been carrying on among us, has 
been deem'd an Oppoſer of all Religion in general; and 
even Miniſters themſelves, of the moſt holy Life and hea- 
venly Converſation, have been condemn'd as Phariſees and 
Hypocrites, meerly becauſe they could not go the ſame 
Lengths with ſome, who J fear have more flaſhy and fan- 
ciful, than ſolid and ſubſtantial Religion, The Depths of 
Satan have laid much here, he has play'd his beſt Game, 
and laid his Ax to the Root of the Tree, when he has ſe- 
parated the Affections of Miniſters and People. As to 
Uncharitableneſs, where Converſions are out of the ordi- 
nary Road, I mean where Convictions, have been remar- 
kably deep or laſting, and' the joyful Emotions of the Soul 
afterwards correſpondent thereto ; I think it is nothing 
but what may be expected: The new-born Babe is very 
weak after the ſecond Birth as well as the firſt ; and ' tis 2 
common and natural Evidence of his Weakneſs, to make 
his own Experiences a Standard whereby to judge of the 
Converſion of others. Agreably I have met with ſome 
who when. they were bro't out of the deepeſt; Diſtreſs, to 
have a Degree of Comfort, have told me, they look'd upon 
themſelves to be the only converted Perſons in a whole 
Town, but quickly ſaw Cauſe to change their Note, and 
turn the greateſt Uncharitableneſs upon themſelves. In 
like Manner, fays Father Baxter, When a Man is 
4 bro't clear over to Chriſt, the firſt new ſtrange Appa- 
<c ritioh of Light doth ſo amaze him, that he thinks he is 
«in the third Heaven, when he is, but newly paſſed from 
«© the Suburbs of Hell; and is preſently as confident as if 
<< he knew all Things, when he has not half Light eno' to 
«6. know his awnlgnotance. ; but after a Number of Yeats, 
ec he becomes of the ſame Judgment with thoſe he deſpi- 
66 ſed. Now Bir, tho“ thisUncharitableneſß ought ever to 
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nitated, when he ſays, We were gentle among you, as. a 
wſe that cheriſheth her Children. Haſtineſs and Severity 
uy be as criminal and as fatal as the Faults that Occaſion 
m. And ſhould you be left to tack about, and tell your 
ple that the Awakenings and Influences of the preſent 
by, were nothing but Deluſion and Phrenzy, I ſhould 
little; wonder at a Separation between you : By ſuch 
earls I fear the Diviſions of Reuben have crept into the 
buſe of Levi. 

But Sir, whatever be the Work of the preſent Dave let 
te your Care to be the Glory of Chriſt, both in Doctrine 
din Life; let me ſay as to Arehippus, Take heed to 
ur Miniſtry, that thou fulfill it; labour to have your 
ad ſtored with divine Truths, give your ſelf therefore 
Reading, Meditation and Prayer, that your profiting 
appear unte all; eſpecially live Chriſt, ſet him ever 
re you as your great Original, and tho* the beſt Copy 
ave many Blots'and Sullages, as the Sun has it's Spots, 
tary the more conſtantly you look on Chrilt, the more 
ly will you write after him. Bear it much in Mind, 
ta Miniſter's Life is the Life of the Miniſtry ; the 
te Watchfulneſs, Holineſs, Neglect of the World, and 
wenly-mindednefs they obſerve in you, the more will 
conform to you. MHagnates magnetes, Perſons in ex- 
Station, by a ſecret but powerful Influence, draw 
ers to a 1 to them, their Example charms 
nian. That you may thus be the Glory: of Chriſt, 
auch in Company with bim, carneſtly praying that 
ulis Fullneſs you may receive and Grace for Grace; 
hat by his powerful Spirit you may be changed from 
to Glory. Look forward, Sir, to the great and 
bus Day of Chriſt's Appearance, a Day big with the 
daf all Mankind, Miniſters and People. How will 


5, dice with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, when 
pi reeive not only the End of your Faith the Salvation 
to r own Soul, but ſee the End of your Miniſtry the 
$.t0 


dn of the Souls of your People, Will not this Peo- SN 


adtheir Childrerfyet to be born bleſs the happy Day 
Settlement in this Place, Will they not riſe ap 


and 
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and call you bleſſed, and adore the Love of Chriſt in g. I 
ving you to them. O thrice happy Soul of that Mini. . 
ſter who with himſelf ſhall preſent his People before Chriſt, 
ſaying, Lord here am I, and here alſo are thoſe whom 
thou haſt graciouſly given thy Servant; but if you miſs 
of your deſired Succeſs, and 7/rae] be not gather'd, yet 
you ſhall be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord ; When 
Chriſt your Life ſhall appear, you ſhall appear with him 
in Glory. | 
And now, turning my ſelf to you my Brethren, who 
are now to have a Paſtor ſet over you in the Lord, Be- 
hold the Man, conſider him as the Glory of Chriſt, anc 
give Glory to Chriſt for him. Is he not an Aſcention 
Gift of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto you ? Receive him the 
as ſuch, and rejoice in him, give all due Reverence tc 
him as one ſent of God to you, and for you; and pat 
ticularly pray for him, he needs your Prayers; and i 
ſuitably praying for him you are like to have a doubl 
Bleſſing your ſelves, a Bleſſing for the Prayer, confider' 
as your own Duty, and a Bleſſing in the Succeſs of yo 
Prayers as it Regards him. In a Word, when you pra 
for him, you pray in the moſt effectual Manner for yo 
ſelves. Make his Burden as light as you can: Put an 
keep him in ſuch Circumſtances as that he may have lit 
to do with the World; but may give himſelf unto Praye 
and to the Miniſtry of the Word, Above all, conc 
with him in the Counſels he brings you, and enforce the 
upon your Children and Servants as Perſons deeply co 
cern'd for their Salvation. As Chriſt is theGlory of Gc 
and Miniſters are the Glorytof Chriſt, and the Peoples 
the Glory of Miniſters, as ſaith the Apoſtle, ye are 0 
Glory, ſo the Glory of Fathers is their Children; 
Oh how great your Glory if as you are their natural, 
you are in any Meaſure their ſpiritual Fathers: W 
a Joy will it be to you to think that you have begott 
Children for Chriſt; and that you are Inſtrumental of pe 
pling Heaven. That the Church, now to be gather 
this Place, and all our Churches in general, may d. 


Part of that Church which Chriſt ſhall preſent m_ | 


3 
1 
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Horious Church without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch 
hing; That Paſtors and People, Parents and Children, 
Maſters and Servants may in their various Orders, and in 
eir different Splendors like Sun, Moon and Stars be the 
lory of Chriſt ; and that I particularly may find a Place 
n ſome humble Throne above, and bring my Glory to 
he Lamb, God Almighty grant for the Sake of Jeſus 
iſt, to whom be Glory in the Churches, Amen and 
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